Safety in the night-time economy

Safety in the night-time economy

Our aim: A vibrant night-time economy where people feel safe and are
safe from harm

What we want to achieve
e There is a thriving city centre night-time environment where everyone feels safe.

* Violent incidents, alcohol and drug misuse and other negative behaviour linked to the
night-time economy are reduced

* Demands on (and costs to) emergency and other public services are lower.
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Why this is a priority

The city centre night-time economy is an
important part of the character of the city
and it attracts many visitors. Its
contribution to the economic wellbeing of
the city is significant and it is a source of
work for many people. However, a busy
night-time economy is not without
drawbacks. The effects of alcohol or
drugs and the density of people are two
factors (among others) which can spark
aggression and create conditions which
criminals can exploit and where demand
for emergency services is high.

Key facts

In 2015/16 there were 8,829 violent
crimes recorded in the city, of which
5,383 (61%) happened in a public place.
Recorded violent crimes rose steeply
between 2013/14 and 2015/16, following
a long term decline. However, this has
been strongly influenced by changes in
local policing and crime-recording
practices which happened in response to
a nationwide audit of crime recording
carried out in 2013/14 by Her Majesty’s
Inspectorate of Constabulary. Itis
difficult to know the trend in the level of
violence actually taking place, but data
from A&E suggest numbers have been
fairly stable, with perhaps a slight
increase over the last 18 months.

The hotspot for police recorded public
place violence is clearly located in the
city centre, and correlates to the density
of both on and off licensed premises in
this area. Peak times for violent crimes
are the summer months. There are
1,260 licensed premises in the city and
there is a Cumulative Impact Zone (CIZ)
and adjacent Special Stress Area (SSA)
aligning with this city centre area. This is
designed to limit the number and density
of licensed premises in the city centre.

The practice of ‘pre-loading’ where
people drink at home more cheaply, or
where they drink locally before going out
into the city centre, has impacted on the
shape of the night-time economy.

Problems may be spread across smaller
venues, over a wider geography and over
a longer period. This means being able
to manage problems in this more
dispersed scenario is more challenging.

There is evidence of drugs misuse
associated with the night time economy.
This is often considered to be casual use
by people who will also mix drugs with
alcohol.

Who'’s affected

Males are both more likely to be victims
and perpetrators of violent crimes in a
public place than are females. Offenders
and victims are largely under 30 years of
age.

Anti-social behaviour can also be a side
effect which can impact on local residents
and businesses. Late night street noise
can be a particular issue.

Our plans

There are many partners, including
licensed premises, transport operators,
the council and the police, who will
continue work to ensure the night-time
economy is managed in a way which
supports a safe and pleasant
environment. We will seek to confirm
how the city as a whole wishes our
leisure industry to be shaped and strive
to develop it accordingly.

Voluntary and community sector
organisations also provide support and
off licences have a role to play, for
example by further promoting the
‘Sensible on Strength’ campaign. In view
of the high number of students in the city,
there are plans for a university alcohol
policy to be developed and implemented.

The city’s Licensing Policy provides a
framework within which the night-time
economy is managed. Enforcement
activity in relation to the licensing
objectives including alcohol and drugs
misuse will be targeted at licensed
premises where necessary to ensure
compliance.
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